
COMMANDING ANGELS 
 

Who commands the angels but The Lord of Hosts: 
 
Josh 5:13-15 
13 And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted 
up his eyes and looked, and, behold, there stood a man over against 
him with his sword drawn in his hand: and Joshua went unto him, and 
said unto him, Art thou for us, or for our adversaries? 
14 And he said, Nay; but as captain of the host of the LORD am I 
now come. And Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and did 
worship, and said unto him, What saith my lord unto his servant? 
15 And the captain of the Lord’s host said unto Joshua, Loose thy 
shoe from off thy foot; for the place whereon thou standest is holy. 
And Joshua did so. 
 
Isa 14:26-27 
26 This is the purpose that is purposed upon the whole earth: and 
this is the hand that is stretched out upon all the nations. 
27 For the LORD of hosts hath purposed, and who shall disannul it? 
and his hand is stretched out, and who shall turn it back? 
 
Jer 11:20 
20 But, O LORD of hosts, that judgest righteously, that triest the reins 
and the heart, let me see thy vengeance on them: for unto thee have 
I revealed my cause. 
 
Isa 37:16 
16 O LORD of hosts, God of Israel, that dwellest between the 
cherubim, thou art the God, even thou alone, of all the kingdoms of 
the earth: thou hast made heaven and earth. 
 
God sends His angels to accomplish His will here on earth. They 
have not only announced His intents and purposes to us throughout 
history, but also have been a part of making history. They have been 
seen by many even today. They are not just part of the written word, 
they are part of the NOW word of God. They are part of an army in 
the heavenlies, but also fight for us (heirs of salvation) in that very 
capacity here on earth. There have been many “sightings” of angels 



in many diverse circumstances, personal and corporate. In homes, 
churches, cities and even on the battlefield. 
 
The following are a few examples of their purposes and intents 
throughout the Bible. 
 
************************************************** 
1. Abraham prayed and two angels were loosed to go to Sodom 

and save Lot’s family. 
Gen 19:15-17 
************************************************ 

Prayer of a righteous man: Abraham 
James 5:16 
16 Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other 
so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is 
powerful and effective.  
(From New International Version) 

 
2 Peter 2:7-10 
7 and if he rescued Lot, a righteous man, who was distressed by 
the filthy lives of lawless men 8(for that righteous man, living 
among them day after day, was tormented in his righteous soul by the 
lawless deeds he saw and heard)- 9 if this is so, knows how to 
rescue godly men from trials then the Lord and to hold the 
unrighteous for the day of judgment, while continuing their 
punishment.   
(From New International Version) 

 
 

Gen. 18:15 
15 With the coming of dawn, the angels urged Lot, saying, "Hurry! 
Take your wife and your two daughters who are here, or you will be 
swept away when the city is punished."  

 
16 When he hesitated, the men grasped his hand and the hands of 
his wife and of his two daughters and led them safely out of the city, 
for the LORD was merciful to them. 17 As soon as they had 
brought them out, one of them said, "Flee for your lives! Don't look 
back, and don't stop anywhere in the plain! Flee to the mountains or 
you will be swept away!"  



(From New International Version) 
************************************************************* 
Loosed: untied, unbound; freed from restraint. To liberate; to set at 
liberty. 
 
Gives me the feeling they are waiting patiently to do God’s bidding. 
The angels were loosed to carry out the promise of the Lord to 
Abraham. We can see throughout these scriptures, the angels are 
using delegated authority and force to bring Lot and his family out of 
Sodom. 
 
Some words used to describe their efforts to rescue Lot: 
Verse 15: 
Urged: pressed, impelled, and importuned. 
Impelled: driven forward; urged on; moved by any means or power, 
physical or moral. (Into destiny) 
Verse 16: 
Grasped: The grip or seizure of the hand. Possession; hold. 
Figuratively, the power of seizing. 
Seizing: falling on and grasping suddenly; laying hold on suddenly; 
taking possession by force, or taking by warrant. 
(Our “warrant”-The Lamb’s book of life) 
Warrant: To authorize; to give authority or power to do or forebear 
anything, by which the person authorized is secured or saved 
harmless from any loss or damage by the act. 
 
Lot’s place in the Community: 
Genesis 19:1-3  
“And there came two angels to Sodom at even; and Lot sat in the 
gate of Sodom: and Lot seeing them, rose up to meet them; and he 
bowed himself with his face toward the ground.” Lot had achieved 
some prominence among his fellow citizens in the wicked city. 
Perhaps his sitting in the gate indicates that he helped mete out 
justice to lawbreakers. 
 
(From The Wycliffe Bible Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1962 
by Moody Press) 

 
Lot’s soul and spirit was still able to discern God’s glory on the 
angels. God’s glory will penetrate sin, regardless of how perverse.  



 
 
8 Commands given by angels to Lot 
 

1.Arise 
2.Take your wife and daughters 
3.Escape for your life 
4.Don’t look behind you 
5.Do not stay in the plain 
6.Escape to the mountain 
7.Make haste  
8.Escape 
 
 
 
God uses Angels on this earth to carry out His plans. He gives them 
power to execute His will. He equips them in whatever fashion is 
necessary to accomplish these tasks. 
 
Angel facts: 
Angels are spirits 
Ps 104:4 
4 Who maketh his angels spirits; his ministers a flaming fire: 
KJV 
Angels have spirit bodies 
Heb 1:13-2:1 
13 To which of the angels did God ever say,  
"Sit at my right hand  
Until I make your enemies  
A footstool for your feet"?  
 
14 Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will 
inherit salvation?  
(From New International Version) 

 
Gen 19:10-11 
10 But the men inside reached out and pulled Lot back into the house 
and shut the door. 11 Then they struck the men who were at the door 
of the house, young and old, with blindness so that they could not find 
the door.  



(From New International Version) 

 
Angels don’t know everything 
 
Gen 19:12-13 
12 The two men said to Lot, "Do you have anyone else here--sons-in-
law, sons or daughters, or anyone else in the city who belongs to 
you? Get them out of here, 13 because we are going to destroy this 
place. The outcry to the LORD against its people is so great that he 
has sent us to destroy it."  
(From New International Version) 

Mark 13:32 
*******************************************************************************
******************************************* 
2. Moses prayed and the Angel of the Lord stood between the 
army of Egypt and protected Israel. 
Ex 14:19-20 
************************************************************* 
19 Then the angel of God, who had been traveling in front of 
Israel's army, withdrew and went behind them. The pillar of cloud 
also moved from in front and stood behind them, 20 coming between 
the armies of Egypt and Israel. Throughout the night the cloud 
brought darkness to the one side and light to the other side; so 
neither went near the other all night long.  
(From New International Version) 
 
 
 
Isa 52:12 
But you will not leave in haste  
Or go in flight; 
For the LORD will go before you, 
The God of Israel will be your rear guard.  
 
Acts 7:35-36 
35 "This is the same Moses whom they had rejected with the words, 
'Who made you ruler and judge?' He was sent to be their ruler and 
deliverer by God himself, through the angel who appeared to him 
in the bush.  
 



Neh 9:12 
2 By day you led them with a pillar of cloud, and by night with a pillar 
of fire to give them light on the way they were to take. 
 
Num 14:14-15 
4 And they will tell the inhabitants of this land about it. They have 
already heard that you, O LORD, are with these people and that you, 
O LORD, have been seen face to face, that your cloud stays over 
them, and that you go before them in a pillar of cloud by day and a 
pillar of fire by night.  
 
 
The angel of the Lord in this reference is God Himself. Could be 
characterized as Jehovah Nissi the Banner. Moses sent the 
Standards and praise’s out first (Miriam). 
 
************************************************************* 
************************************************************* 
3. Israel prayed and the Angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon to 
defeat their enemies. 
Judge 6:11-14 
************************************************************* 
11 The angel of the LORD came and sat down under the oak in 
Ophrah that belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, where his son Gideon 
was threshing wheat in a winepress to keep it from the Midianites. 12 
When the angel of the LORD appeared to Gideon, he said, "The 
LORD is with you, mighty warrior."  
 
13 "But sir," Gideon replied, "If the LORD is with us, why has all this 
happened to us? Where are all his wonders that our fathers told us 
about when they said, 'Did not the LORD bring us up out of Egypt?' 
But now the LORD has abandoned us and put us into the hand of 
Midian."  
 
14 The LORD turned to him and said, "Go in the strength you have 
and save Israel out of Midian's hand. Am I not sending you?"  
 
God commands angels to bring confidence and assurance to 
His people. God sends them to remind us of who we are. Sometimes 



we loose sight of how God sees us. We loose sight of the fact that He 
is Captain of the Hosts and none can annul His plans. 
Confidence: A trusting, or reliance; an assurance of mind or firm 
belief in the integrity, stability of another, or in the truth and reality of a 
fact. 
Assurance: firm persuasion: full confidence or trust; freedom from 
doubt; the utmost certainty. 
 
God gave Gideon wisdom to discern His plans. The anointing of God 
was so obvious upon Gideon that 32 thousand men rallied to him to 
fight on behalf of their people. But God chose to defeat the Midanites 
with only 3 hundred men who had only torches in clay pots and 
trumpets, and a strategy of the Lord. When our confidence is in the 
Lord of Hosts and not ourselves we will always win. Gideon 
questioned God. We sometimes do the same thing. He asked the 
Lord for a sign that He was with him. Several signs. God was patient 
with him. God is patient with us also. Gideon built an altar and named 
it Jehovah Shalom, God is our peace. When the peace of God is in 
your life you are able to defeat your enemies. 
 
Judg 6:23-24 
23 And the LORD said unto him, Peace be unto thee; fear not: thou 
shalt not die. 
24 Then Gideon built an altar there unto the LORD, and called it 
Jehovah-shalom: unto this day it is yet in Ophrah of the Abi-ezrites. 
*******************************************************************************
******************************************* 
4. Manoah prayed and the Angel of the Lord came to declare 
deliverance coming through Samson.  
Judge 13:5 -13 
************************************************************* 
Judg 13:5 
5 For, lo, thou shalt conceive, and bear a son; and no razor shall 
come on his head: for the child shall be a Nasserite unto God from 
the womb: and he shall begin to deliver Israel out of the hand of 
the Philistines. 
KJV 
8 Then Manoah prayed to the LORD: "O Lord, I beg you, let the man 
of God you sent to us come again to teach us how to bring up the boy 
who is to be born."  



9 God heard Manoah, and the angel of God came again to the 
woman while she was out in the field; but her husband Manoah was 
not with her. 10 The woman hurried to tell her husband, "He's here! 
The man who appeared to me the other day!"  
11 Manoah got up and followed his wife. When he came to the man, 
he said, "Are you the one who talked to my wife?"  
"I am," he said.  
12 So Manoah asked him, "When your words are fulfilled, what is 
to be the rule for the boy's life and work?"  
13 The angel of the LORD answered, "Your wife must do all that I 
have told her. 
 
Angels will bring declarations of deliverance with instructions and 
strategy.  
 
Deliverance: 
Release from captivity, slavery, oppression or any restraint. Rescue 
from any danger or evil. Acquittal of a prisoner. 
 
*******************************************************************************
******************************************* 
5. Elisha prayed and the fiery Hosts of the Lord surrounded the 
city protected him and his servant and blinded the Syrians. 
************************************************************ 
2Kings 6:16-18 
16 "Don't be afraid," the prophet answered. "Those who are with us 
are more than those who are with them."  
17 And Elisha prayed, "O LORD, open his eyes so he may see." 
Then the LORD opened the servant's eyes, and he looked and saw 
the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.  
18 As the enemy came down toward him, Elisha prayed to the LORD, 
"Strike these people with blindness." So he struck them with 
blindness, as Elisha had asked.  
 
Fear can keep us from seeing the power of God at work in our lives. 
Fear can keep us from entering into a higher level of trust in God’s 
ability to save us from our enemies. God honors our faith in Him by 
showing himself strong on our behalf. God’s favor upon our life is 
rewarded as we put our trust in Him to deliver us, by whatever means 
He chooses. A listening ear will hear the judgment He has decided to 



meter out on the enemy. It is our honor to speak it forth: to execute 
the judgment written. 
*******************************************************************************
******************************************* 
6. Hezekiah prayed and the Angel of the Lord killed 185,000 
Assyrian enemy soldiers. 
 ************************************************************ 
2 Kings 19:34-36 
34 I will defend this city and save it,  
For my sake and for the sake of David my servant."  
35 That night the angel of the LORD went out and put to death a 
hundred and eighty-five thousand men in the Assyrian camp. 
When the people got up the next morning-there were all the dead 
bodies! (from New International Version) 
 
*******************************************************************************
******************************************* 
7. Daniel prayed and the archangel Michael overcame the prince 
of Persia.  
************************************************************* 
Dan 10:12-14 
 
12 Then he continued, "Do not be afraid, Daniel. Since the first day 
that you set your mind to gain understanding and to humble yourself 
before your God, your words were heard, and I have come in 
response to them. 13 But the prince of the Persian kingdom resisted 
me twenty-one days. Then Michael, one of the chief princes, came to 
help me, because I was detained there with the king of Persia. 14 
Now I have come to explain to you what will happen to your people in 
the future, for the vision concerns a time yet to come."  
 
*******************************************************************************
******************************************* 
                                                                                                                                                   
8. Jesus prayed in the garden and an angel came and 
strengthened him. 
************************************************************* 
Luke 22:39-44 
 



39 Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his disciples 
followed him. 40 On reaching the place, he said to them, "Pray that 
you will not fall into temptation." 41 He withdrew about a stone's 
throw beyond them, knelt down and prayed, 42 "Father, if you are 
willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done." 43 
An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him. 44 
And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was 
like drops of blood falling to the ground.    
(from New International Version) 

 
Strengthen: To make strong or stronger; to add strength to, either 
physical, legal or moral. To confirm; to establish. To cause to 
increase in power or security. 
 
*******************************************************************************
********************* 
9. Cornelius prayed and an angel appeared to him announcing the 
salvation of his household.  
************************************************************* 
Acts 10:22-23 
22 The men replied, "We have come from Cornelius the centurion. 
He is a righteous and God-fearing man, who is respected by all the 
Jewish people. A holy angel told him to have you come to his house 
so that he could hear what you have to say." 23 Then Peter invited 
the men into the house to be his guests.  
(from New International Version) 

 
 
Acts 10:30-33 
 
30 Cornelius answered: "Four days ago I was in my house praying at 
this hour, at three in the afternoon. Suddenly a man in shining clothes 
stood before me 31 and said, 'Cornelius, God has heard your prayer 
and remembered your gifts to the poor. 32 Send to Joppa for Simon 
who is called Peter. He is a guest in the home of Simon the tanner, 
who lives by the sea.' 33 So I sent for you immediately, and it was 
good of you to come. Now we are all here in the presence of God to 
listen to everything the Lord has commanded you to tell us."  
 



*******************************************************************************
******************************************* 
10. The church prayed and the Angel of the Lord set peter free 
from prison.  
************************************************************* 
Acts 12:7-9 
7 Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in the 
cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him up. "Quick, get up!" he 
said, and the chains fell off Peter's wrists.  
 
8 Then the angel said to him "Put on your clothes and sandals." And 
Peter did so. "Wrap your cloak around you and follow me," the angel 
told him. 9 Peter followed him out of the prison, but he had no idea 
that what the angel was doing was really happening; he thought he 
was seeing a 
(from New International Version) 

 
*******************************************************************************
******************************************* 
 
 
 
11. John prayed and Jesus commanded him to write to the Angel 
over each church in Asia Minor.  
************************************************************* 
Rev 2:1 
2:1 "To the angel of the church in Ephesus write:  
(from New International Version) 

 
 
Rev 2:8 
8 "To the angel of the church in Smyrna write:  
(from New International Version) 

 
 
Rev 2:12 
 
12 "To the angel of the church in Pergamum write:  
(from New International Version) 

 



 
Rev 2:18 
 
18 "To the angel of the church in Thyatira write:  
(from New International Version) 

 
 
Rev 3:1 
3:1 "To the angel of the church in Sardis write:  
(from New International Version) 

 
 
Rev 3:7 
 
7 "To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write:  
(from New International Version) 

 
 
Rev 3:14 
 
14 "To the angel of the church in Laodicea write:  
(from New International Version) 

 
 
Rev 3:21-22 
21 To him who overcomes, I will give the right to sit with me on my 
throne, just as I overcame and sat down with my Father on his 
throne. 22 He who has an ear let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches."  
(from New International Version) 

 
 


