
Overview on Altars 

As I stated before in our March 13th summary, “In moving forward we will look at 

each location from a higher perspective. As I encourage everyone, we all can see 

and sense the “bad” or demonic presence or fruit at different locations; but we 

need to re-focus and remember we are ambassadors as we go out purposefully 

looking to reconcile all things to Christ.” 

On this particular journey we are addressing Broken Covenants. The reason I 

would like to share concerning altars, is because when the very first covenant was 

broken in the Garden, it was God Himself who created the very first one to be 

able to lay on it a sacrifice for the reconciliation of Adam’s sin.   

Gen 3:21 Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD God make coats of skins, and 
clothed them.  

 

     In Gen. Chapter 4 we are shown specifically what type of offering God requires 
and what happens when the proper offering is not prepared. There several 
types of altars in the Old Testament: Those of just stones; remembering the 
works of God, those indicating His power in the story of Dagon, the Brazen 
altar of the Temple sacrifices, the Incense altar of prayers and supplications, 
and others with no burnt offerings  offered. They were made up of many types 
of materials, stones, wood over laid with gold, bronze and earth. 

 
Altars represented places of power, places where wells were dug and places of 

witness.  Today when we go out on the land again, to pray, declare and 
proclaim the Words of God over our city we will build altars not only in prayer, 
but I ask that you lay your stone and once again (possibly on top of the one 
you left last time) declare it as a witness after you consecrate the ground. 

 
Coming forward into the New Testament in Hebrews 9:11-15 
 
Heb 9:11-15  But Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater 

and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building; 
Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once 
into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.  For if the blood of 
bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctified to the 
purifying of the flesh: How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the 
eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead 



works to serve the living God?  And for this cause he is the mediator of the New 
Testament that by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that 
were under the first testament, they which are called might receive the promise of 
eternal inheritance.  

 

The first instructions for an altar 
 
 
Exo 20:22-26  And the LORD said unto Moses, Thus thou shalt say unto the children of 

Israel, Ye have seen that I have talked with you from heaven. Ye shall not make with 
me gods of silver, neither shall ye make unto you gods of gold. An altar of earth thou 
shalt make unto me, and shalt sacrifice thereon thy burnt offerings, and thy peace 
offerings, thy sheep, and thine oxen: in all places where I record my name I will come 
unto thee, and I will bless thee. And if thou wilt make me an altar of stone, thou shalt 
not build it of hewn stone: for if thou lift up thy tool upon it, thou hast polluted it. 
Neither shalt thou go up by steps unto mine altar, that thy nakedness be not 
discovered thereon.  

 
 

Altar: From the dawn of human history, offerings were made on a raised table of 

stone or ground (Gen. 4:3). At first, Israel’s altars were to be made of earth; they 

were fashioned of material that was strictly the work of God’s hands. 

Altars in the Bible 

1. In Malachi 1:7 , an altar is referred to as the table of YHVH 

2. Cain and Abel both brought offerings to YHVH 

3. Abraham built altars in Gen. 12:7-8 

4. In Gen.13:4 Abraham returns to this altar and builds another in Gen.13:18 

5. Gen. 22:9 is when Abraham was willing to sacrifice Isaac 

6. Isaac builds and altar in Gen.26:25 

7. Jacob’s altar at Shechem in Gen. 33:20 

8. Gen. 35:1-2 Jacob builds an altar to the Lord and puts away all foreign gods 

9. And in Gen. 35:7 He builds an altar and names the place Bethel 

10. Moses  altar after defeating the Amalekites was called YHVH is my Banner 

11. Ex.24:4 12 pillars for the 12 tribes were used for this altar after the giving of 

the 10 Commandments 

12. Joshua’s altar on Mt. Ebal for peace offerings, Joshua 8:30-31 



13. Trans Jordan altars: Joshua 22:10 

14. Joshua’s instructions for each man to build himself an altar: Joshua 22:16 

15.  In Joshua 22:26-29 This altar is specifically a witness altar 

16. Gideon’s altar in Judges6:24 did not contain a sacrifice; it was an altar of 

deliverance. 

17. In Judges 6:25-26 Gideon build an altar with the materials of the altar to 

Baal (Of his father’s), and was told to sacrifice on that one. 

18. Manoach’s altar was build and sacrificed on in thanksgiving for a son to be 

born. Instruction was given by the angel of the Lord. The angel of the Lord 

was present and ascended within the fire up to heaven. Judges 13:16 

19.  Judges 20:26-28 The altar of Bethel: a public altar where sacrifices were 

offered on behalf of Israel. 

20. Samuel’s altar at Mizpah was another place designated for intercession on 

behalf of Israel. 

21. His personal altar in the place where he lived in Ramah, m1 Sam.7:17 

22. King Saul’s altar can be found in 1 Sam.10:8 at Gilgal, where he was told to 

wait for Samuel 7 days.  

23. In Sam.14:35 Saul builds another altar as repentance for his man’s actions. 

24. King David’s altar we see in 2 Sam.24:25 which was build also for 

repentance for numbering Israel. God relented from killing them all. 

25. David made preparations for the future temple by creating an altar at 

Gibeon and offering burnt offerings for all of Israel. 1 Chron. 22:1 

26.  Solomon offers a thousand burnt offerings upon the brazen altar prepared 

by Bezalel in Jerusalem 

27. Elijah’s altar was prepared because the altar of the Lord had been torn 

down. 12 stones representing the 12 tribes of Israel. In 1 Kings 18:30-32 

Elijah shows Israel, God is Elohim. It is this same altar he challenged the 

prophets of Baal. 1Kings 18:36-39. 

 

 

 


