
A Study in 1 Cor.3:9 Part 1                                          Intro:  September 25, 2016                                                                 

Kingdom School  

Gary’s teaching was a focus on the different types of love illustrated in the Bible. 
This is a teaching on the application of love. As Heidi Baker would say, “Love 
looks like something”. She is a person who is a living example of my scripture 
reference for my teaching, as well as other well known Christians like: Bill 
Johnson, Randy Clarke, Todd White and even you and me! We all have the 
opportunity to be 1 Cor. 3:9 “God’s fellow workers, God’s husbandry and are 
God’s building”. At a recent conference I attended with Miriam, Heidi kept 
repeating throughout her messages: 1Tim.4:8b-9. “Having promise of the life 
that now is, and of that which is to come. “ This is living in the reality we are 
sons of God on this earth with the power of God in us to bring Heaven to 
where we are. 

 
So my desire is that during my time teaching, the spirit of God would move upon 

your hearts to receive a clearer picture of who you are in His kingdom and how 
you have the power to function in a more fulfilling and effectual way.  

 
There is always more to discover and experience in the kingdom as you choose to 

be yoked to the Lord. You just never know where He will take you! Expect the 
unexpected! Philip was translated, Peter walked on water, Faith produces 
miracles, multiplied food, money in the most unlikely of places…….anything 
can happen when you step into Kiaros time with the Lord.  

 

A Study in 1 Cor. 3:9 in three parts: 

“For we are laborers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's 
building. “ 

 

1. For we are laborers together with God 

2. We are God’s husbandry 

3. We are God’s building 

During my trip to Haiti the Lord impressed on me strongly the importance of 

understanding what it means to truly be a laborer in His Kingdom, so much so 



that He hasn’t stopped admonishing me concerning the theme. That is why I 

chose it for my teaching for Kingdom school. I hope what I bring with empower 

you and provoke you to study further. I love how Holy Spirit opens each one of us 

up in a unique way so we are able to explore without constraint regarding His 

amazing truths!  

Today I start with the first part of 1 Cor. 3:9.  

 

What does it mean to be a laborer together with God? What did it look like 

when Jesus walked the earth? Has it changed? 

 

Matthew 11:29 “Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and 

lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.” 

Willing to be yoked with the Lord takes: 

1. Trust: confidence in the testimony of another 

2. Faith: in who He  says He is>  produces intimacy 

This faith is cultivated experiencialy but begins from the free gift of faith we have 

been given by the Lord Himself. Trust is built because we partake of the Bread of 

Life Himself and in doing so it becomes relevant to our everyday lives. Both are 

our responsibility to cultivate and develop. Trust and faith in action can be seen in 

the following scriptures: 

John 6:26and 27:  Jesus answered them and said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ye 
seek me, not because ye saw the miracles, but because ye did eat of the 
loaves, and were filled. Labor not for the meat which perishes, but for that 
meat which endures unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give 
unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed.  

 
 
Willing to be yoked with the Lord also takes these 2 most important factors: 
 



1. You, being satisfied with your “pay”.  
 
The parable of the vineyard workers in Matthew chapter 20 says it all, but  
Verses 13 – 15 will be the text. 
 

But he answered one of them, and said, “Friend, I do thee no wrong: didst not 
thou agree with me for a penny? Take that thine is, and go thy way: I will give 
unto this last, even as unto thee. Is it not lawful for me to do what I will with mine 
own? Is thine eye evil, because I am good? “ 
 
Being content matters. 
 

2. Accepting He is sovereign and can do what He wishes. 
 
Psa 24:1 The earth is the LORD'S, and the fullness thereof; the world, and they 

that dwell therein.  
Dan 4:35 He doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, and among the 

inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What 
doest thou?  

 
Trusting that He has your best interests at heart matters. 
 
What do fellow workers look like? 
 
The root word for laborer or worker is synergy. This basically means the worker 

understands his part is worth more in the group dynamic than working alone at 

the same task. Laborer in the Greek also means: a primary preposition denoting 

union, an associate in operation, possession, completeness and resemblance. We 

get to look like the Lord when we are yoked with Him. 

There are over 30 descriptions of fellow workers and laborers of God in the New 

Testament. I have chosen 4 to investigate.(The remainder are listed at the very 

back of this teaching) Each description has duties to fulfill to be considered the 

title and a fellow worker with God. Each position we fill in the Kingdom will bear 

fruit if we are yoked with the Lord. Jesus gave us the power and authority to fulfill 

every command He gives us. 



1. Bondservant: A slave; one, who is subjected to the authority of another, or 

whose person and liberty are restrained.  

Phippians 1:1-7  Paul and Timotheus, the bond servants of Jesus Christ, to all the 
saints in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi, with the bishops and deacons: Grace be 
unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. I thank 
my God upon every remembrance of you, Always in every prayer of mine for you 
all making request with joy, For your fellowship in the gospel from the first day 
until now; Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good 
work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: Even as it is meet for me 
to think this of you all, because I have you in my heart; inasmuch as both in my 
bonds, and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel, ye all are partakers of 
my grace.( especially the divine influence upon the heart, and its reflection in the 
life) 
 
Joy sometimes is an absolute choice. Joy can also be the fruit of weeping or 
agonizing over an issue until we see the results. Joy is also a fruit of confidence in 
God, not necessarily in the process but definitely in the result or fruit. The grace 
exercised by Paul in these scriptures only comes from the realization he holds 
within himself Christ and the expression of that habitation is glory. Or, grace: the 
God ability that resides within each one of us that is saved.  
 

2. Elect of God: Chosen as the object of mercy; chosen, selected or designated 
to eternal life; predestined in the divine counsels. 
 

Col 3:12 - 13  Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, 
bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, 
longsuffering; Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any 
man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. 
 
To put something on takes a choice and effort to accomplish the task. As 
Christians we have all the mental and spiritual tools to be able to exercise 
the fruits described in the above verses. Our “response time” is determined 
by our intimacy level in relationship with God; of which we are commander. 
  



3. Ambassadors: A minister of the highest rank employed by one prince or 
state; to manage the public concerns of his own prince or state and 
representing the power and dignity of his sovereign. 

 
 
       2Co 5:20 Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech 

you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God.  
 
       Being reconciled to God or reconciling others to God is a process of choices. 

Jesus saved us from hell, but He is also in the process of saving us every 
moment of everyday. We have the right and duty to exercise our power 
(exousia: delegated authority and jurisdiction) to bring all things into 
alignment with our sovereign Lord as an ambassador. 

 
4. A Good Soldier: A brave warrior; a man of military experience and skill, or a 

man of distinguished valor. 
 
2Ti 2:1-4 Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ 
Jesus.   And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, 
the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others 
also.  Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.   
No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he 
may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.  
 
Being strong in the grace of God is also a gift of God to be cultivated and 
fed. As we press into our calling and develop in our relationship with the 
Lord the fruit of it will be seen and known about. Paul is exhorting Timothy 
to share all he has learned with others in an effort to spread the teachings 
of Christ and the kingdom of Christ. Our sharing of the Word, our 
relationship with God and our experiences sparks hope and expectation in 
others. As a fellow worker with the Lord, yoked to Him, we can cultivate 
hope in others by sharing, just as Paul is admonishing Timothy. Jesus 
Himself told us that His kingdom suffers violence and the violent (strong, 
focused and those who can endure hardship) will take it by force. We 
cannot allow ourselves to get tangled up in the works of the flesh, that we 
would be ineffective for the purposes of the kingdom here and now on the 



earth, and cultivate fear in our own lives that we wouldn’t share how great 
God is! 
 
In all four examples we see examples of lives exercising God’s grace the gift 
freely given to us at salvation. With this gift of grace we can exercise trust 
and faith in God to be able to achieve everything He desires us to 
accomplish for Him in His kingdom here on earth. The examples given are 
still as effective today as they were when the text was written. As we look 
at our lives and our world the reality comes crashing in: we carry within our 
hearts the ability to become the sons of God in this dying world and to 
share with others the most priceless of gifts: the love of Jesus, through the 
example of our lives.  
 
 
1. 1Thes.1:4 Elect of God           24. Eph. New man 
2. 1Thes.1:6 Followers                25.2 Tim.2:1-4 Good soldier 
3. 1Thes.5:4 Brethren                 26. 1Cor.12:27-28 Church 
4. 1Thes.5:5 Sons of Light           27. 1Tim.3:15 House of Faith 
5. 2Cor.5:20 Ambassadors          28. Gen.2:15 Employee 
6. Rev. 1:6 Kings                              
7. Rev. 1:6 Priests 
8. Rom. 8:16 Children 
9. Gen.28:13 Fathers 
10. Gen.4:25 Sons 
11. Matt.23:8 Brother 
12. John 11:5 Sister 
13. John 19:25-27 Mother 
14. Rom.15:17-20 Apostle 
15. 1Cor.12:28 Prophet 
16. 2Tim.1:11 Teacher 
17. Acts 21:8 Evangelist 
18. Eph. 4:11-12 Pastor 
19. 2Cor.6:1 Workers 
20. Philip. 1:1 Bondservant 
21. Philip.2:15 Lights 
22. Col.4:17 Minister 
23. Col.4:10 Fellow prisoner 


