
A Study in 1 Cor.3:9 in three parts: Part 2            Kingdom School  October 2, 2015 

1. For we are laborers together with God 

2. We are God’s husbandry 
3. We are God’s building 

 

What does it mean to be God’s husbandry? 

Before we can look at being God’s husbandry we need to look at what it means to be a 

husbandman.  

A husbandman as defined in the Word many different ways.  The full meaning summed up is: A 
person who works the land as an act of labor in a particular region which may also includes the 
occupants of that land. Working the land may be their occupation as well. The base meanings 
can be found in: G1093,G1092,G2041,G2092,93 and H406 It has its origins in the ancient Saxon 
tongue and simply meant a farmer, cultivator or  one who inhabits a house. The word was 
expanded to include the work of the husband which included being a good economist; a good 
manager; a man who knows and practices the methods of frugality and profit. One who would 
employ the manner best suited to produce the greatest effect. This is a person that is going to 
do whatever it takes to cause the soil they have charge over to yield the best it possibly can. 
The husbandman will till it, water it, feed it, and harvest its yield. For every type of tree, 
vegetable and flowering bush he will care for it in the way best suited for the specific species. 
This definition suits our Christian life well. As we embrace the truth of: 
Php 1:6  “Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will 

perform it until the day of Jesus Christ” our Father is free to work in our lives. 
 
I want to share a little about the examples of husbandry in the Word and the different attitudes 
and actions associated with them, then to share how our Father is our Husbandman. As we go 
through this teaching please be looking for the ways the process speaks to you and how it 
relates to your own personal journey with the Father.  
 

1. The first mention of the actual act of husbandry is found in Gen.3:18-19. Because of 
sin, Adam and Eve must till the ground for their food. In this verse take note of the 
thorns and thistles. (I’m sure their bad attitude had an influence on Cain.) 

 
Gen 3:18-19  Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of 

the field; In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for 
out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.  

 
 
 



2. Here we see a different attitude expressed by the Father of Noah, which in turn 
influenced Noah. 

 
Gen 5:29  And he called his name Noah, saying, “This same shall comfort us concerning our 

work and toil of our hands, because of the ground which the LORD hath cursed.”(Noah’s 
name means peace and quiet) 

 
 

3. A good husbandman reaps from what he has sown 
 
Pro 12:11  “He that tilleth his land shall be satisfied with bread” 
 
Having purposeful intent as we yield to the hand of the Lord upon our life, we benefit greatly 
from the blood sacrifice made which has sanctified us.  
 
 

4. Here we see no matter what your “station” in life you have the opportunity to reap 
from hard work,or from others working for you. 

 
Ecc 5:9  “Moreover the profit of the earth is for all: the king himself is served by the 
field.” 
 
 
In 1 Cor.3:9 the scripture says: “We are God’s field”. The field Jesus uses to describe us is a 
vineyard. The explanation Jesus gives here in John chapter 15 coincides with all I found on 
the web regarding husbandry of Grapevines. The only reason a grape grower would fail to 
bring forth a good crop of grapes would be because he did not prune his vines enough! 
But we know our Father will do it just right.  
 

 
Joh 15:1-8 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman.  Every branch in me that 
does not fruit He takes away: and every branch that bears fruit, he purges it, that it may bring 
forth more fruit. Now you are clean through the Word which I have spoken unto you. Abide in 
me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more 
can you, except you abide in Me.  I am the vine, you are the branches: He that abides in Me, 
and I in him, the same brings forth much fruit: for without Me you can do nothing. If a man 
does not abide in Me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and 
cast them into the fire, and they are burned. If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, 
you shall ask what you will, and it shall be done unto you. Herein is my Father glorified, that you 
bear much fruit; so shall you be My disciples. “ 
 
 
 



The objective of the husbandman is to maintain a balance between vegetative growth and 
fruiting. Even more, pruning and training helps develop a structure that will aid the 
utilization of sunlight and help adapt to the characteristics of a particular grape variety. This 
will help to maintain economical and efficient vineyard practices.  

 
The objective of our heavenly husbandman is the same. He is very concerned for our particular 

“grape variety “and will care for us as such, and be sure we get enough ”SON.” 
 
In your first growing season multiple shoots will begin to grow and the vine may become bushy. 

Some growers wait till the next season to prune, while others allow 2 to 4 shoots to 
emerge.  During your first dormant season the husbandman will prune you down to the 
strongest cane (vegetation). Sound familiar? 

   
                                            

 
 
 
1Co 12:12-14 “For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that 

one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ.  For by one Spirit are we all baptized 
into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been 
all made to drink into one Spirit.  For the body is not one member, but many. “ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



During your second dormant season, he chooses 2 more strong canes and cuts away the rest, 
training them to the fruiting wire. During this process you are also loosing the immature 
branches that are close to the ground where they can become diseased because of too much 
moisture. The growing and training process is always upwards and out. 
 
 
 

 
 
Staying close to the ground, or in our case, the milk of the Word will not get us to where the 

Father desires us to be.  Hebrew 6: 1-2 says it this way: 
 
“Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not 

laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God, Of the 
doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of 
eternal judgment. “ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



In your third year growing season the husbandman allows 8 to 10 shoots to grow and catch on 
to the three other catch wires of your trellis system, thereby allowing for fuller healthier canes 
and fruit. After three years you begin to get a good amount of fruit, but you must keep pruning 
during every dormant season. I find it interesting the Lord’s miracle ministry lasted 3 years.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
In becoming more mature in the Lord our roots go deeper and we are able to support more 
responsibility; “to whom much is given, much is required”. In this process we become more like 
Jesus and are able to step into the fullness of who He was as He Himself proclaimed in Isaiah61: 
 
1. Teacher…..”anointed to preach good tidings to the poor… 
2. Evangelist…..”To proclaim liberty to the captives…. 
3. Prophet….”To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord…. 
4. Pastor….”To comfort all who morn…give beauty for ashes…. 
5. Apostle….That they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that He 
might be glorified… 
 
 
 

Summary of John 15:1-8 

 

1. “I am the vine, ye are the branches” 
 
Without the continual influence of the vine upon the branches, they bring forth no fruit; but 
that influence continuing, no plant is more fruitful than a vine is. Each time we choose to allow 
the continual influence of the Spirit of grace in our lives, we will be fruitful.  For without 
continuing such influence, you will not only be able to do that which is truly and spiritually good 
and acceptable in the sight of God. 



2. “I am the vine, ye are the branches”  
 
Christ here repeats what He said of Himself, "the vine", for the sake of the application of "the 
branches" to His disciples: which expresses their sameness of nature with Christ; their strict 
and close union to Him; and the communication of life and grace, holiness and fruitfulness, of 
support and strength, and of perseverance in grace and holiness to the end, from Him. 

3. “he that abideth in Me, and I in him” 

Which is the case of all that are once in Christ, and He in them: the same bringeth forth much 
fruit; in the exercise of grace, and performance of good works; and continues to do so as long 
as he lives, not by virtue of his own free will, power, and strength, but by grace continually 
received from Christ.  

4. “for without me ye can do nothing” 
 

 Nothing that is spiritually good can neither begin nor, when it is begun, be complete or 
perfect,"without Christ". We need His Spirit, grace, strength, and presence to function as He 
intended. Were it possible for the branches that are truly in him, to be removed from him, they 
could bring forth no fruits of good works, any more than a branch separated from the vine can 
bring forth grapes. All the fruitfulness of a believer is to be ascribed to Christ, and his grace, and 
not to the free will and power of man.  

 

Jesus Christ is the Vine, the true Vine.  

The union of the human and Divine natures, and the fullness of the Spirit that is in Him, resemble the 

root of the vine made fruitful by the moisture from a rich soil. Believers are branches of this Vine. The 

root is unseen, and our life is hid with Christ. The root bears the tree, diffuses sap to it, and in Christ are 

all supports and supplies. The branches of the vine are many, yet, meeting in the root, are all but one 

vine; thus all true Christians, though in place and opinion distant from each other, meet in Christ. 

Believers, like the branches of the vine, are weak, and unable to stand but as they are borne up by the 

Spirit of God and each other we function as the body He intended for us to be. 

 The Father is the Husbandman. Never was any husbandman so wise, so watchful, about his vineyard, as 

God is about his church, which therefore must prosper. We must be fruitful. From a vine we look for 

grapes, and from a Christian we look for a Christian temper, disposition, and life. We must honour God, 

and do good; this is bearing fruit. The unfruitful are taken away. And even fruitful branches need 

pruning; for the best have notions, passions, and humors, that require to be taken away, which Christ 

has promised to forward the sanctification of believers, they will be thankful, for them. The Word of 

Christ is spoken to all believers; and there is a cleansing virtue in that Word, as it works grace, and works 

out corruption. And the more fruit we bring forth, the more we abound in what is good, the more our 

Lord is glorified. In order to function in fruitfulness, we must abide in Christ, must have union with Him 



by faith. Let us seek to live more simply on the fullness of Christ, and to grow more fruitful in every good 

word and work, so may our joy in Him and in His salvation be full. 

 

 In the closing of this teaching today I want to return to Ecc. 5:9. 

Ecc. 5:9 Moreover the profit of the earth is for all: the king himself is served by the field.  
 
For me this a perfect picture of who we are in Christ and what our purpose is in this world. That we, as 
the field of the Lord, are to profit in all He has placed within us to fulfill our destiny; that the people of 
this earth would be able to eat of the fruits of our field as well as the King Himself to be able to enjoy 
the fruits of His labor within us.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


